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LETTER 
FROM 
A Miniſter in the Country, 


to a Member of the Convocation. 


SIR, 

” Look'd upon it as a good Omen, when the 
firſt Proctor that I heard of choſen to ſerve 
in the Convocation, was you, of whoſe 

' Prudence, Temper, and Judgment I have 

had long Experience. The ſenfe of which. fo far 
tranſported me, that had you not invited it, I 
ſhould hardly have forborn ro give you my 
thoughts about the Matters which I hear are 
likely to be offered to your Conſideration in that 
Venerable Aſſembly. | | 
. Matters certainly of great Importance to our 
Church, a Church which I ant certam-of, 1n 
reſpe& of its Doarine, Worſhip, and Order, is 
inferiour to none upon. the! face of the Earth. 
And therefore, what we ought with all n___—_ 
hs : _ 
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Ca > 
ble care at all times to preſerve, but in this pre- 
ſent Jun&ture more eſpecially to reſpe@. 

For if what Report, and ſome Letters, and 
the Queries ſuggeſt be true, we have reaſon to 
tear, there is a Cloud hanging over us in the 
Commiſſion lately ſet up, that portends no leſs 
than Ruin to our Conſtitution, by raking away 
the two main Supports of it, our Liturgy and 
Epiſcopacy. 

A matter, if true; you cannot be too intent 


upon, nor too reſolute to oppoſe ; and- if ſuch. 


things be complied with by you, .and thoſe of 
your ſtation, you muſt be falſe to the Truſt re- 
poſed in you, and to the Church of which you 
are Members, Miniſters, and at this preſent Re- 
preſentatives. 

But I muſt confeſs to you, I begin to think 
that we have been imposd upon by the Artifice 
of ſome, and the Credulity of others; for ha- 
ving met with a Book, called, 4 Diſcourſe con- 
cerning the Ecclefiaſtical Commiſſion, and convers'd 
of late with ſeveral diſcerning and impartial Per» 
ſons, that have penetrated into this matter fur- 
ther than ſome of us, I find that there is little 
elſe intended than what you and TI, and ſeveral 
of our Acquaintance have thought would be ra- 
ther for the Advantage, Security, and Honour of 
our Church, than to the Prejudice and Detriment 
of it. 

And if the refreſhing of theſe things, and lay- 


ing them in ſome Order before you, will be of 


any uſe to you (as you pretend) I ſhall (as the 
time 


wv 


(3) 
time will permit) 'do my beſt to anſwer your 
deſires ; and in diſcourfing upon which, 


I. I ſhall ſhew, that there are ſuch things in 
our Church, as are in their nature alterable.; and 
what they are. 

2. That there are ſuch things in our Church 
which may be altered, and the Church not the 
worſe for ſuch alterations. 

3. There are ſuch things as may be altered, 
and the Church be the better for. ſuch altera- 
tions. | 

4. That this is a proper ſeaſon for ſuch altera- 
tions. 


x. That there are ſuch things in the Church as 
are in their nature alterable; and may upon juſt 
Occaſion be altered, has been the conſtant Opinion 
of our Church ; And which for the Authority of 
it, and the Excellency of its Reaſoning, I ſhall 
chooſe to ſet down in its own words. It has been Preface 
the wiſdom of the Church of England, ever fince *2 the Ser- 
the firſt compiling of her Publick Liturgy, to keep —_— 
the Mean between the two Extreams, of too much 
Ntiffneſs in refufing, and of too much eafineſSs in ad- 
mitting any variation from it. For, as on the one 
fide common Experience ſheweth, that where a change 
has been made of things adviſedly eſtabliſhed ( no 
evident Neceſſity ſo requiring ) ſundry inconvenien- 
cies have thereupon nike; and thoſe many times 
more, and greater than the evils that were intended 
to be remedied by ſuch change. So on the other 
B 2. fide, 
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(4) 
fide, particular Forms of. Divixe Worſhip, and the 
Rites and Ceremonies appointed to be uſed therein, 
being things in their own nature Indifferent and Al- 
terable, aud ſo acknewledged, it is but reaſonable, 
that upon weighty aud important Conſiderations, ac- 
cording to the various exigency of Times and Occa- 
frons, ſuch changes and alterations fhow/d be made 
therein, as to. thoſe that are in place of Authority, 


' ſhould from time to time, ſeem either neceſſary or 


expedient. Sa the Homily of Faſting,. Part 1. & 
Article 3.4, &c. | 

So thar ſetting aſide ( what in this caſe is to be 
ſuppoſed nat concerned in the preſent Debate ) 
the Eſſentials belonging to our Religion, and our 
Church ( without the ſormer of which it would 
not be a true or compleat Church, and without 
the latter it would not be our Church) there is 
nothing but.whar as it's alterable, ſo may in ſuch 
Circumſtances be altered. EE ft 

2. There are ſuch things in_ our Church as 
may be altered, and the Church, not be the waxle 
for. ſuch alterations, Which Rule ſuppoſes, ths Al- 
terations ſuch as are conſiſtent wich the Being apd 
Security of our Church. . With the Being, where» 
by are excluded all ſuch as. will not allow a Nax 
tional Church, Epiſcopacy, and a Liturgy. With 
the Security, and ſo are, excluded ſuch akerations 
as will. do more. miſchief, by dividing us.amogg 
our ſelves, than good: by. uniting. othtrs- to: us, 
And ſuch alterations I conceive would be the 
new modelling of the Liturgy, and tke:forbiddin 
wholly the uſe of the eſtabliſhed Rites.and Cere- 


monies 
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monics, If the matters propoicu for Alteration 
be of the former ſort, there can be no Accom- 
inodation; if of the latter, the time and ſeaſon 
are to be reſpeted, as well as the things them- 
ſclves: which will alfo be debated in the cloſe. 

Sctring aſide the Objcaions againſt the Etflen- 
tials of our Church,as not to our preſent purpoſe: 
the reſt may be comprehended in this order : 

The Kalendar, The Service, The Rites, Reor- 
dination, Subſcription and Declaration, Govern- 
ment and Diſcipline. - 

1. The Kalendar. And herein the firſt thing 
that is to be conſidered is the Apocrypha, the Books 
of which being only of Humane Compolure, have 
not only been all along objefted againſt by Dit- 
ſenters,. but alſo wiſhed by many among(t our 
ſelves might be exchanged for Leſſons out of the 
Canonical Scripture, as by the Biſhops, and other 
Epiſcopal Divines, afſembled to conſider of theſe 
matters in 1641r. It's acknowledged that fome 
of theſe Books contain matter of excellent uſe, 
and have been anciently read in the Chriſtian 
Churci. Bur tac firſt of thei is no Reaſon tor 
choſe Buoxs whic! contaio things nether -profica- 
ble nor true: nor can it be of any force, when 
there are Chapters of Canonical Scripture, that 
may with great profit be read, and are omitted 
for their ſake. 

(1.) It any of tliem were anciently read. So 
were Hermes Paſtor, and Clemens Romanus. And 
if chat is a reaſon why the one, it's a reaſog why 
what we have of the other ſhould be _ allo, 


(2.)If 
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Te, 

(2) If they were read then,we know what miſ- 
chief enſued from it, when there were ſome 
of the Ancients thought too favourable of ſome 
of thern : And the Church of Rome has of Apo- 
crypha made them Canonical : To whom our 
reading of them may be thought to give too 
much countenance. 

To this I may add the reviſing of the Pfal- 
ter added, to our Liturgy; which though in 
its time, and before a better could be had, 

The Pro- was of fingular uſe , yet ſeems now not fo 
fant defenſible, when there is a "more cored in our 
ker,p.120. hands. A more corre | call it, after the Biſhop of 
1682. Cork, ſince thoſe that will rake the pains to com- 
pare this with the original, cannot but be ſenſible 

of the manifold variations of it from the Hebrew, 

ſome while adding Phraſes and Verſes ; another 

while leaving out, and frequently miſtaking the 

ſenſe of it; And as learned men obſerve this, ſo vul- 

gar Readers may ſometimes find the inconſiſtency 

of one 7Tranflation with the other, which muſt needs 

create no little ſcraple in their minds by having 
inconſiſtent, as well as confuſion by having dit- 

ferent Tranſlations. And whereas it's pleaded the 

people are uſed to this, and ſome fo as to have it 

by heart, I anſwer, the people are uſed at home, 

and by the' Quotations from it in Sermons and 

Books, and Paraphraſes upon it in Print, to the 

other. And if we compute how few corne to daily 
Prayers to thoſe that do not,and how few of thoſe 

that de come can repeat the Pſalms memoriter to 

thoſe that cannot,the number that maybe preſum'd 

will 
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will be for the old,will be inconfiderable to thoſe 
that will be for the new. Beſides, if this were 
true, its an argument only for the preſent age, 
and not for the next. And which if it had-been of 
any force, there could never reaſonably have 
been -any ſecond Tranſlation of the Bible after a 
firſt ; for what they had they were more uſed to 
than what they had not. Theſe are things the a- 
foreſaid excellent Biſhop thinks will eaſily be 
granted, p.120. 

2. As for the Service I ſhall conſider it in ano- 
ther place ; and ſhall therefore now paſs to the 
3-Rites and Ceremonies, Here I take it for granted. 
1; That the Ceremonies that we are obliged to 
obſerve are no other than what are preſcribed in 
the Book of Common-Prayer; and ſo Bowing at 
the Name of Jeſus, and toward the Altar , being 
not therein preſcribed, are not concerned in the 
caſe before us. 

2. I take it for granted that the Ring in Mar- 
riage is now on all ſides accounted a meer Civil 
and not a Religious Rite; and ſo what remain,are 
only the Surplice, the. Croſs, - and Kneeling at the 
Sacrament. 

3- I take it for granted again, that if the cir- 
cumſtances of times and ſtate of the Church 
make it more neceſſary to lay any of them aſide; 
or alter them, than to continue the uſe of 
them, -that it's then lawful and reaſonable accor- - 
ding to the Do&trine of our Church, to alter or 
aboliſh them : And that though they have been 


neyer ſo venerable for Antiquity ; fince even 
thoſe _ 
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4.9, 

thoſe that were once of Divine Inſtitution, and of 
Apoſtolical uſe have been changed or prohibited 
when the caſe was altered , or need ſo required ; 
asit was in the poſture at the Paſſover among the 
Fews, the time of Celebrating the Lord's Supper, 
tae Holy Kifs, and Love-Feaſts in the Primitive 
Church. | 

But how indiflerent ſoever the things are in 
tic mſelves, and that the nature of the thing va- 
rics not, nor is bettcred by the uſe,or made worſe 
by the alteration or forbearance of them ; yer I 
confels there 1s a diflticulty in our circumſtances 
how to proceed, For without quitting or alter- 
ing, it ſeems the Diſſenting party is not to be 
brought into the Church ; and without retaining 


\ them, it's likely many of our own will hardly be 


kept in it. Both parties are in the Extremes, and 
yet both are to be regarded; the one, that there 
be no Schiſm from the Church ; the other that 
there be no Schiſm in it. And therefore to accom- 
modate this matter, ſome have thought it moſt 
convenient to leave the caſe wholly indifferent, to 
wear or not wear a Surplice, to uſe or not uſe the 
Croſs, to kneel, ſtand, or fit in the Lord's Sup- 
per; but I am afraid inſtead of uniting,this would 
more divide us, and fet Clergy againſt Cler- 
gy, and People againſt People, and ſometimes 
People againſt Clergy. And therefore in my poor 
opinion, the beſt expedient is firſt of all: to have 
ſome Rubricks drawn up to ſet. forth for what 
reaſon the Church doth uſe and retain them , 
(without theTokens and Dedications heretofore ally- 

ded 


© 9). 
ded/to.) And then to find-out fome way for a mi-'. 
tigation. As for inſtance, if the Miniſter to be ad- 
mitted,yet fcruples theuſe of the Surplice or Croſs, 
upon -application' to the Biſhop, another may be 
appointed to' do' that Service. And'if one of the 
Laity wg owt uſe of the Croſs, the Miniſter 
may be permitted in that*caſe to Baptize without 
it: -Or if Kneeling at the Sacrament , that the 
perſon ſo ſcrupling may have it delivered unto 
him in another poſture, provided. it be not at the 
Table, -but in fomme'convenient Pew or Place ap- 
pointed by the "Miniſter. And the ſame courſe 
may be taken for Godfathers, which if the Parent 
ſignifies he cannot procure, or is not ſatisfied in, 
it ſhall be lawful for the Miniſter to accept of the 
Sponſion of the Parent. = 
*4- Reordination. This is the cafe of thoſe that 
are not now againſt Epiſcopal Orders, but having - 
been Ordained by Presbyters , they think it un- 
lawful to renounce them ; and to be Reordained, 
where they have been already Ordained. 
And they plead for themſelves : 1f.! 
That though by the late Att of Parliament 
none are to be admitted to officiate in the Church 
of Eygland without Epiſcopal Ordinatioo, yet it 
was not fo before. _ | 
For, 1. the Ordination*+ by-:Presbyters was by | 
our Church accounted valid; "though not every ' 
way perfe&, 'and Foreigners were ſuffered to en- | 
joy Eccleſiaſtical Preferments:here without Reor- | 
dination, as was the caſe of Peter 4u- Moalin,&c. 


2. Ic was not only ſo with Foreigners, .but alſo Bp Spode. 
thoſe that were made Presbyters by Presbyters in —_— 
C f 


Scot 
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Scotland, wete- made Biſhops without any. New 
 Ordination. 6tini--ol A foie 
. They plead though their caſe is ſomewhat 
_— yet.it's ſo near the ſame, that the differ- 
ence cannot (a$-far as they conceive) make.that al- 
together iavalid in them, which was-f@ 


ſo far. valid 
in the other, as-not- to require,a New: Ordioetion: 

4. They plead Qued fieri- non debet factur vas 
let ; and that were it todo again they. would hot 
chuſe it, but; being done, and ſometimes when: 
they coukd,not; have. Epiſcopal-Ordination, they 
thiak ſome favour is to be allowed. for this onde-. 
My buſineſs is n0t to enquire into, the: ſaſhes 
ency of their Reaſons, but what may be- done 
for the eompoſing. now. of this\matter, - arid: the: 
preſerving of the Right of-Epilcopal; Qrdination 
(which Sr. Eierom higfelf makes.the;fole. Prero- 
gative and diſtinguifiing Charatter of that-OQrdey): 
and the quieting of the Coniciences of: thoſe that 


_ are herein concerned. Now there are three me- 


thods may be, taken ; either 'That- obſerved by 
Archbiſhop Bramhail, or a' Forms, kiypothetioa}ly 
drawn up,.of that of the Bil of, Union., I cannot 
thiak that of the Primate: has-eſeap'd you; but yer. 
becauſe I have the Book- before me, I ſhall-tran- 
ſcribe it : Non annibilantes priores-ordines (þ quos 
habuit) nec validitatew' aut invalidy atem coruy- 
dem determinuntes; multo minus Ordings Sacros Ec 
clefarum Forinſecarum condemnants, ; q105 proprio 
Fudici relinquimus « Sed ſolummodo'ſupplentes quic- 
quid prius defult per Canones Eichkfue Anglicant 


| requifitum, & providewtes paci- Eecleſie,ut Schiſma- 


tes. tollatur occafio': Kt Conſeiemiis Fidelinm ſatafi- 


at, 
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gt, nec ullp. modo dubitext de cjus Ordinatione, . aut 
att ſros P resþyteriales. tanguam invalidos aver; 
Fntir. In oxius ref teftmanium, Se. ©. 
' We may here obſerve how cautiouſly this great 
Man proceeded betwixt ratifying. and. annulling 
their Orders, that, he put not give or take a- 
way roo much. And wit al how far he though 
it neceſſary, to go for the, peace of the Church, 
andthe taking away the occaſion of Schiſm. |. 
'The. other method is hypothetical ,. after the 
fame way that's uſed in Baptizing ſuch of whofe 
Baptiſm, we_liave no;proof,. viz. If thon art not 
already Ordained,, I Ordain thee, &to. 
The only Obje&ion-T can. foreſee. at preſent, 
againſt” this is, that. the other .is matter of Fact 
chat is. in,queſtion, but here it's matter of Right: 
Bur,to, that Tanſwer, -that 18 not to the point; 
for borh Caſes are hy pothetically pur, and {o the 
Right, no,,more determined by. the. one, than 
the if is by. the other,, And if thou art not alrea: 
dy Baptized,"G. doth, not. declare any. thing. a- 
bout, the Fact, then, f thou art not already Or- 
daixed, &c. doth not declare any, thing about 
matzer of 'Right, but, both are |left_in- ſulpenge ; 
and fo, 1f thou, art. not. already, &t. is no:moare 
than. the Biſhap's nec validitatem aut invalidita- 
tem determinantes. © | pate © _— 
\ The 34d that of-the Bi of Znion (as I have 
| heard) whichi is that. the ;perſon_ to be qualified, 
ſhall be by impoſition of the Biſhops hands,. re-, 
ceiv'd with a certain form of words,to ſignifie his. 
admiſſion into the Church of Exgland, as a Mi- 
niſter therein. * | | 
C 2 '5. De- 
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Can} - | 
5. Declarations and Subſcriptions. The formet 
reſpects" the Service-Book, the latter the Articles. 
As all publick Forms ſhould be, fo compos'd as to 
See King Take in as many into its Communion, as is con- 
Charles 1. ſiſtent with the Conſtitution and ſelf-preſervation : 
Dectaratt- So ought all Declarations and Subſcriptions to._an- 
Ratificati- [wer the ſame'end, and tobe drawn up, in fuch 
on of che words as may be for the peace and eſtabliſhment 
* of the Church; the eaſe of thoſe that are to Offi- 
ciate in it, and the preſervation of a good under- 
ſtanding among them. And I perſwade my ſelf 
it, would have been, more for the .good of. the 
Church, if what is now.generally underſtood by 
the Declaration and Subſcription were more 
plainly expreſt ; wiz. that the former is to the 
7ſe, and the latter to the Articles, as Articles of 
' Peace and Concord, Thus 1s the ſenſe of Archbi- 
—_— ſhop Lad, if I underſtand him,but without doubt 
51.n.2. js that of Archbiſhop Brawha/l, and Mr. Chilling- 
PR worth ; and'it 1s not to be'doubted, but that to 
Guardea, Make the whole the more. eaſe, it is fit either 
S. 1.c.11, that the Articles ſhould be brought'to the Sub- 

&. (ſcription, 'or the Subſcription to the Articles. 
Anſwer to For thoſe great men at the ſame time.as they 
My held that the conſtant Doftrine of the Church of Eng- 
ed. land is ſo pure and Orthodox, that there u no Error 
in it, which may neceſſitate or warrant any man to 
diſturb the Peace,or renounce the Communion;they do 
intimate(by the qualified ſenſe they give of them, 
as Articles of Peace, and the Negative ſenſe they 
allow a Subſcription. 1n, ſo as of to contradift 
them ,) that there may be ſome Dodtrines 
held by the Church which good and honeſt men 
may 


may, have, fome ſcyuple about, or not-be ſatisfied 
in; And: it,may,þe; ſuppoſed again, that good 
and honeſt man.may- queſtion-whether - ſuch a 
Subſcription be the Subſcription which the Church 
did intend, 'or is fatisfied with ; . 'and. therefore 
though he could-ſubſeribe in their ſenſe, may. think 
it, unlawful to, ſubſcribe. To ; apply: 4his', to 
the.caſe of the.,preſent Conformity, ſuppoſe--we, 
not a Diſſeater,: but, a young Student, qualified 
by a competent ſtock of Humane Learning and 
knowledge in, Divinicy,c thinks, of entring into 
Holy; Orders, and as a. prudent: and ,good:; Man 
firſt of all conſiders what-he is to do. i The, firft 
thing he meets with is,.'that he muſt: declare his 
unfeigned. aſſent and conſent to the uſe of al and 
every thing contained, and preſcribed in and by' the 
Book of Common-Prayer,; and;\amongſt which, he 
finds, the Apocrypha is. to: be, read; \\Now.-upgn 
reading perhaps Dr.; Reyno/ds, or. Buhop Ceſtns, Gre. 
upon that Argument, as he is convinced: of. what 
our Church holds,that thoſeBooks are not of Divine 
Authority; fo, alſo for that reaſon, that ſame of 
them contain things which -our .Writers,prove to 
be. manifeftly falſe. Upon this he, Queries, whe: :. 
ther he may lawfully read That in the Church as - 
a Leſſon for the People's Inſtrution, which he is - 
convinced is falſe 2 From thence- he proceeds to 
the P/alms, and. as he knows there are two Tran- 
Qations in-uſe, ſo he thinks himſelf bound to coma 
pare them,. and-upon Compariſoa finds theſe in 
ſome things inconſiſtent, and one time'the one to 
deny what the other affirms. Now fince but one 
| _ 
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of theſe can be true;- hEqueſtions whether when 
he is'to fe both; he' iy make tle Text contra 
di6s it ſelf; andI3n te Det Texd" with the Old, 
Thiy were not' obedient unto bisword; in ths Dol 
or With"the Hebrew and the New, read, They rebel. 
led not againſt his word, Pſal. 105. 28. 
': He pr6ceetls furthe?; *and comes to the Creeds, 
and'betauſe'tliat of Athanaſius is the Jarger; and 
fo may be prefithned fhould: be the-phinef)-hebe- 
gins to exarnitie the Articles of i6;"ahd :chough'he 
is abundantly farisfied in the Do@rine| of: the $q- 
cred Trinity, and'the Deity of the Sortand/Holy 
Gh6ſk" Fer te finds'« great" Diſpure betwixe the 
Gitck' ind Latif Chureh about 'the” proceſſon' of 
the Floly Ghoſt from tht Bon. ©' Now the firſtQue- 
Ntion' is, whether of theſe rwo Ghirches is in th 
right? "And" ſecondly; whether this -be a Funda- 
rherital Article of the'Faitch, which"except.'a' may 
believe faithfully, | be, cannot be ſaved? 'And-the 
third Queſtion is; whether he may declare the 
Greek Church'in's ſtate of Damnation for what 
is queſtionable, whether it be a Fundamental Ar- 
ticle'or' not 7 And*that' it is queſtionable he finds, 
for this is ot made neceſſary by Afhdnaſfur him: 
ſelf” /n6r was Griginally either in the Nicewe (try- 
ly fo called) 'or' Athanafian Creed: Nor laſtly, 
is it ſo thought by our Church, which- receiving 
the 'four firſt General ' Councils, conſequently a- 
grees with the thifd, that of Epheſes, which madg 
e perempt6ry Decree againſt al Additions to be 
made hereafter to the C reed: From whence ir fol- 
lows that nothing elſe was then accounted _ 

ry 
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ſary; 10: bb blicved, Þbr wiher Was. conthitied | i 
tho Nidend)! :. bY ta 1 

And :inaw' this young nflif's-Doabe is futther 
advaned, becabfe this Sil Creed; ahd to be: ſt! 
ſoribsd toe:hnd:ifo ſeefhy ftilb-lefs capeble'bf the 
ſenſe before! an of Subſcripriony 93 makgey of 
Peace-dnly;' io U DIL 9 RV 5 

"Now: low our Quprifbabour: che: Comidibodat 
in theſe matters I know not ; bur | ſuppoſe thre 
are others: that found: ir aficate tb 'tonform, be- 
caule they found it diffieutr ro! fatisfie ehoniſeloeh 
iQ cheſt aot-the- like things: 1. - 3 10.0421 

[And therefare: it's: convenient: Fea ah Fonts) 
of- Subſeyiption and-Dectafation be explained! And 
it woukd be-worth you? white perhaps ro'e 
alſo, whether it will not be. requiffts to have! 4" 
hc __ arid Hdforcecbeforonne the 

ny. 2D Cretd BE 
read, or-witttan-utlias} Tha'or the Nicetti;” of thit' 
the Condemning2Sentenves/be\kfci our; of if cofic 
tinued;-it: may; be: exprefs'd} chiv chty! ave to/ be 
applied only: to:rhoſe-rhar obſtinately” deriy'the- 
Fandarneneat Articles dÞ the! CbriſtianFaieh; coi 
taned inthar Oreg, |; 57) 

. Bhe -want-of which Yorly: give: tad yy 
ple to-many'of our ow Peopte, tit with not-Iay 
Amen to it}as wellavtorheDiſſencers; and trouble 
to ſeveral of the.Order'tHati ſabſevibeit. ©? 

\'5: J;ſhouſd-now- addon 
the-Ghrarchifh whickehe ciefthing deſired by he” 
Diſſettets is, -that the Presbyrery? ight/b#'t6Rt&c * 
red to it anciehe Privitedge ; 'and that: the'Biſhops" 
would conſult them, and permit them to ſhare in 

all 
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211 a&s belonging to their ſtation; 2which! it's liles 


ly would be a great eaſe to, and alfo"vbe". for 
the honour: of cthe:Biſbop.- Tt would 'make hes 
more beloved -by -his Clergy, afid:take off from 
hina what-ever he:'may. ſuffer, when hecis alone, 
by eny. wiſ-government. ;He:would/then be as's' 
Gino reverenced by all,when he doth'as hezthad 

id aging withiou. eitnoe and \cbneur- 


"6. The laſt thin complained df. is the want of 
TeDikiplorand elpectallyin the ſuperficial iſſuing? 
forth of Excommunications.A mitterindeedHiighly': 
ſcandalousandahatiis:complain'd of bythe Chufch 
as; well as; thoſe that-diſkent from: it; And/is a- 
Subje& therefore worthy-of mature conſideration, 
and to-that I leave-it.- 

-I have now. done with the Caſe af Diſſenrers,” 
and have, ſhewed. -hoaw there are. Alterations tay 
be made-in the Church in favour of them; and | 
the Charch not be the worſe for them.” 

Againſt whichI know not what can be realon- 
bly objected; but; that either.what can be h 
for. from them, though:the Church ſhould be gif- ' 
poſed to make ſuch Conceſſions, Relaxatios, and - 
Alterations? where are theythat will come'iin? Or 
if they, are ſo diſpoſed, and ſhould embrace theſe 
Overtures, what advantage will this be to the 
Church? To the firſt-I Anſwer, -. | » 

x. It's but. trying tpon.ſuch. terms as the Church 
will not |be the work for; -and:#''it ſucceed nor;'? 
the fault will be: theirs, [and: not 'ours.. | We” ſhall! 
thereby ſtifle their Clamours \ er the —_ 

an 
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and. ſhall ſhew our {clves. to be perſeas of ,Candoyr 

and Charity, and I may add Juſtiee. and lategrity. 

When th» Church having it now in their pawer do 

perform what they. ſo lately promiſed by. their By 

ſhops when it. was. not 1a.their power, wz., That 

they. wanted ng due Tenderneſi tauards Diſſemers, hut 

were willing to .come\ to ſuch a Temper as. ſhould. he 
thought fit, when that matter ſhould be. conſidered aud 
ſetled in Parliament aud Couvecation. We know not 

how far ſuch ſteps may prevail upan the,moſt dib 
fatisfied,. but we roay be certain gf- their dug fect 

upon thoſe that are. fiqcere and impartial, ... /\.y 

But it may be faid, what ned. is there of ſuch, or 

what benefit will it be to the Church ta admit thoſe, 

who when, kept out, are Enemies, and when ler in, 
wall be gg Friends? --- {- fo one heels ae 6 + 

.1To this | anſwer. in the words of . the Venerable 
Prelats betare quoted, T, hoſe men iy hevalf ' pf i-homt The Pro- 
I have ſpoken, are in being, already, and will. Preaghreſtant 
ſomewhere or other ; and tu better wa: had them jn P*acema- 
publick than in corners, that ſo the. Churcb either had wa 127, 
Security for their peactable Poftrine, Cwhirh-I verddy. © 


believe we. may have ag) to, melt. of them) :07 oppor tunes 
ties to convict threw of Sea #-\; Whac he faith-fure: 


ther is worthy-of peryal, and-is ſufficient to put 
the Querie out of Countenance, wv7z, | 
But 7 have othergue(s: Arguments. that. move. me.. 
1. To. thoſe. who agky, What need af more Vniou? 
I return, What need of Hioljng(s $ Vida weed of God-- 
lineſs, Charity, Feſtice £ Are theſe Chriſtian Duties, - 
aud i xot Union and Peace as much ſos- = F* 
2. 1 am and muſt be in the mind, that the ſtrength 
of the Proteſtant Cauſe, _—_ here at home, and through- 
| | Out 
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ent Chriſtendom, lies in the Union of Proteſtants ; and 
the Glory, Purity, and Power of C hriſtianity in this 
World, fland or fall with Proteſtantiſm. © 
3. Z muſt be ſo ingenuous as to acknowledge. That 
though the City and divers particular gone flouriſh 


with ſuch Preachers as never they had before, yet the 
way of Preathing in may part of 'the Country, and in 


Jome vio" obſeure places too, might"'be much improved + 


ard nezds ſupply. And it can never be made out to 
the World, but it were better we bad too many good 
Preachers, 'than too few. 

# could tell ſome men in their ear, They aiſo have 
Strangely multiplied Curacies, which are too often va- 
cant. ' The Lord forgive them, and redreſs this great 
evil in hs Church. © 

Having clear'd this Point, I ſhall proceed to ſhew 
3. That there are ſuch things in our Church and 
Conſtitution which may- be altered', fo that the 


7... Churchhall 'be the better for ſuch alterations. And 
this" a \caſe would require our "conſideration, al- 

* © "though there was not'a Diſſenter amongſt us. And 
that may be, 'by taking\away what may be ſpared, 

and' that ſormerirhe" is fuperfluous.” By ſupplying 


what is\wanting;-by tearing: what is doubtful, by 
amending what's amiſs, and improving” what is to- 
lerable and well, ſo as to make it yet more benefi- 
cial and ſolemn. 

(x.) By taking away what may be ſpared. And 
here it may well be queried, whether it's not better 
both-for Minifter and People, to have the Sunday 
Service ſhortned, than continued to that length that 
it has at preſent, For the People, who ( whatever 


ſome Devout Perſons may conceive, or howſoever 
hog | they 
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they may be able to keep up their minds and temper) 
are apt"toflag and have their Spirits tired and cloy'd ' 
by a tedious and prolix Service thone're ſodevout;and: 
if for the ſake of the weaker,the Church has thought 
fit to break the Service into parts,and Collects, there 
is as much reaſon, why the-whole ſhould be fo con-* 
trived as'to fall in with the ſame end. But if we- 
proceed to the caſe of the Miniſter, it will ſeem 
more neceſſary, upon whom the Duty lies roo hard, 
if the whole is to be performed as the Rubrick re- 
quires, without any relaxation. - The Service of the 
Church, as it's not to be contrived only for the more 
ferious and devout, -and thoſe that have full leiſure, 
but for the whole Body, as it's made up of Perfons 
of different tempers, &c. 1o it's to'be ſo ordered not 
as to fit the City-Clergy only, or thoſe that are in 
better circumſtances of helping themſelves, but the 
whole: And we are to conſult and'provide a3'well 
for thoſe that have no help, as thoſe that have; tor 
thoſe that have great Cures as well as thoſe that have 
ſmall; for the infirm and aged, as well as the healthy 
and young. Into whoſe place and circumſtances you 
of the Convocation ought to put'Four ſelves; if 'rhey 
will jadge aright; whicly if they did,* I believe they 
will :fay of 'thoſe that are-of * anorher-mind,- what 
Biſhop Sanderſon ſaid of his Brethiren at the Savoy, 
upon the like occaſion, That they-were taking a courſe 
to kill the inferiour Clergy, It Perſons were to try 
the:harder as :well-as -rhe' eaſter--condition; furely 
they: would be more/ moderates and -*contleſeending. 
And if' any are yet to be convinced, fend them down 
to ſomePariſhes we know, for aMonth,to caſe the poor 
Maiaiſter by reading Prayers, and Preaching ar his' 

0D! 4 0 ':  Charel 
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Ee (20 ; 
Chyrch, then trudge a mile, two, or three:on foot 
in UM weather: and bad, ways to ſerve a fmall Cure, 
than return to read Prayers at home ; and at Even. 
ing, after all his labour, fit down with. Bread and 
heeſe, and ſmall. Beer, and fee how he likes it : 
Dt Al 6 MS es this: let lym.go to ſome popu- 


lous Market-Fown, where the Burthen:is great, and 
the Pay very ſmall ; let him Read and Preach in the 
Morging, and the like again in the Afternoon; or 
if not Preach, yet Read,Carechiſe,Chriſtex and Bury the 
Dead, and.Y7At the Sick, and come:home-ready to 
faint away with the Servige, and be forced mw to 
a warm Bed for 'want of Cordial or Wine, ſuch 
refreſhments. And after all, kt him confider what 
it is to do this Month after Month, Year after Year, 
till the ſpirits of the poor man are quite exhauſted, 
and, he languiſhes away with a Conſumption ; or 
is ſurprized through theſe heats and colds with a 
Feaver, that eaſes him of his charge. And then 
come to your Convocation, and tell them whether 
the Service be too long or no. _. 

Nay,I perſwade my {elf theſe Gentlemen that are 
thus ready: 40, gale. burdens ;pon. others, would 
then be of the firſt that complain. For this s:quite 
another thing to whag it is to walk from:a_ warm 
houſe to a Cathedral, and for half an. hour turn over 
a Service-Bopk, hear a Sermon,gng return toa warm 
room, and good. fare in; the cloſe! vf;/it,;; Let ithem! 
that have'Curates, and .Conveniencies do as they 
pleaſe, but for God's fake let not them that hardly 
know what it is to do all the Service of a Cure 
throughout the year, or perhaps their lite, preſcribe 
to thoſe that weekly go through the Office of it. 
But 
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But perhaps you will 44 haw is this to be done ? 
I anſwer firſt, think ſenſibly of it, and you will ſoon 
find out a way. But however to prevent any excuſe. 
x. Reduce things to the former ſtate they were 
in, and as they were originally ſeveral diſtin& 
Offices, ſo let them be uſed in their Jroper times 
and ſeaſons. . As for example, .let the Communion- 
Service be for a Communion, and perſons not ob- 
liged to read it but at that ſeaſon * , or whea there 
1s no Sermon. 


2. Why may not the Litany be ſhortned by con- colledts, E- 


cluding at the Lord's-Prayer, and leaving out;what 
follows ;. which (bating the Reſpoaſals) ſeems not ſo 
agreeable to the Order of a Litany,, and was com- 
poſed alſo (as we may gueſs) peculiarly with reſpe&t 


to a ſtate of Perſecution. And fo may be left to ' the S-pprr- 


diſcretion of the Miniſter to read or qmit it, 

3. That at leaſt.it be left to his diſcretion again in 
ſhort days, and extremity of weather ; one day to 
read one part, and another day another, and all in 
two days. For why. may not that be permitted to 
be done in two days, Which .in ſome Cathedrals is 
divided into ſeyeral hours of the fame day, And for 
the ſame reaſon, eſpecially where the people have 
their Cattel to fodder, &c. that it. be permitted in 
the Afternoon to. leave, out the firſt Leſſon, or the 
like; that ſo they may be altlowed to do thar, 
which otherwiſe ſometimes they: are forced to do : 
And-hat neither thejr own Conſciences be hamper'd, 
nor they expoſed to the raſh, Cenſures of ſome of 
their oyer-rigorous, and yet too often not over la- 
borious Brethren, . EE + <4 8 | 

It may be conſidered ſurtier whether in the 
| Weekly 
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Weekly Service in the Country Pariſhes, it's not to 
be left to the liberty and diſcretion of the Miniſter 
to uſe the Prayers without the Leſſons, and eſpeci- 
ally the Zitany alone on Wedneſdays or Fridays ; that 
ſo the people by not being kept too Jong from their 
Labours may be encouraged to come to the Pray- 
ers. It being far better to have Prayers alone than 
to have the doors ſhut up for want of two or three 
to make an Aſſembly. | | 

If it be faid this Liberty and Diſcretion do too often 
not meet together in the Curate. 

I anſwer, it's great' pity if it be fo , but I ſhould 
think he may be reaſonably thought competently 
qualified to order theſe things that is truſted with 
' theSouls of the People. It it be otherwiſe let the Bi- 
ſhop that Ordains, and Archdeacon that preſents, 
and the ReCtor that provides the Curate,anſwer for it. 

There are ſome things of the like nature left to 
diſcretion, as in the Voluntary Prayers, the General 
Thankſgiving, &c. | 

(2.) There may be an alteration to the better by 
ſupplying what is wanting in the Church-Service, 
And of this ſort are (1) an Office for receiving Pe- 
nitents aſter an*Apoſtacy' from our Religion ; or in 
the caſe of publick and notorious Scandal. (2) An 
Office for receiving Perſons abſolved after folemn 
Excommunication, into our Communion. (3) An 
Office for the Priſons, - conſiſting of Prayers to be 
uſed in them, and eſpecially at Execurions. 

(3-) By 'amending what's fit to be amended. That 
1 may not be miſtaken inthe Caſe: I do, 1. before- 
hand declare what Dr. Featly once faid of the Li- 
turgy betore the laſt Review , to be my opinion, 
2h That 
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That the Book of Common Prayer (the FKalendar being Dipver dint 
reformed in point of Apocryphal Saints and Chapters, ®15* 
ec.) is the moſt compleat, perfett and exat Liturgy 
in the Chriſtian World. 2. That ( as the Prelace 
to t1e Liturgy faith of the former) it doth not. 
contain any thing contraryto. the Word of God , 
or to ſound Doftrine, or which a Godly man may 
not with a good conſcience uſe and ſubmit to; and 
I will add what he not only lawfully, but com- 
fortably may joyn 1n. 3. (As 1t goes on) That zt 
doth not contain any thing, which 5 not. fairly defenſi- 
Ble againſt any that ſhall oppoſe the ſame; if it ſhall 
be allowed ſuch juſt and favourable conſtrution, | as in 
common equity ought to be allowed to all Humane 
Writings, &c. And when I have allowed this, [ 
think ic na ways inconſiſtent with what Mr. Thorne A #094 
dike has faid, viz The Porm of Divine Service now: pes 
in force by Law, may be acknowledged capable of a- Piſfrrences 
mendment, without —— either to the wiſdom ;; Tat. 
of the Church that preſcribed it, or of the Nation that Wrights, 
Fnafted it.. For it may in the whole be the beſt img24s: 
its kind, and what a godly man. may uſe. and ſub- ſhop of 
mit, and contain nothing.but. what is. ſo far fairly-©S Pap. 
defenſible. And yet if we come- more aicely.to en- Mm 
quire into it, it may have ſome things obſcure and- 
roo doubtfully. expreſt, it may be in.its Phraſeology: * 
liable to miſapplication, through change of. words, 
times and affairs, it may be ſometimes too fanciful ;- 
that is, it may in the whole be uſeful, and. devout, 
and in all the parts of it- tolerable and defen- 
ſible, where yet it is not to be commended. and: ap-- 
planded. I ſhall paſs it over as eaſily as. L-can.. To- 
give a few Inſtances of cach, | n 

| x; There 
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r. There are fome things obſcure, as in the Prayer 
for the Clergy, Who alone workeſt great Marvels, ſend 
dewn, &c. So in the Collett for Trinity-Sunday, Who 
has given us grace in the power of the divine Majeſty, 
to worſhip the Unity. In the proper Preface at the 
Communion for 7rinity-Sunday, That which we be- 
lieve of the glory of the Father, the fame we believe 
of the Son, and of the Holy-Ghoſt, without any dif- 
ference or inequality. In the Prayer before the Com- 
munion, That our finful bodies may be made clean by 
his body, and our fouls waſhed through hi moſt preci- 
ous blood. Inn the Office of Baptiſm--- By the Bap- 
tiſm of thy well: beloved Son, in the River Jordan, didſt 
ſanftifie water. In the Office of Matrimony, With 
my Body I thee worſhip. In that of Burial, Foraſmuch 
as it hath pleaſed Almighty God to take to himſelf, &c. 
which ſuppoſes Diſcipline ; and therefore where Diſ- 
cipline is not exercis'd, it's hard to uſe it in all ca- 
ſes, without a farther Explication. Soare there ſome- 
times in the ColleAs the like obſcurity, as that of 
Eaſter-Sunday, where the Preface and the Petition 
(as it ſeems) want a better connexion. So alſo the 
firſt Sunday after Eaſter, &c. Sometimes again there 
are things very liable to miſapplication, as the form 
of Abſotution in rhe Office for Viſiting the Sick, By 
hi authority committed to me, I abſolve thee. Of 


which 'the Church of Rome has made fo great ad-. 


vantage , that, it was the matter of a publick Dif- 
pute; ſince printed, To this may be added, the 
Anſwer in the Carechiſm , 7he Body and Blood of 
Chriſt , which are Yerily and Indeed taken and re- 
ctived by the faithfal in the Lord's-Supper. Such a» 
gain is that to weak Minds, which is 1n the Exhor- 

tation 
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tation for warning of the Communion,  Becasſe it's 
requifite that no man ſhould come to the Floly Commu- 
nion. but with a full truſt in God's mercy, and with a 
quiet Conſcience. Such again, are thoſe Colleds 
which too much 'incline ro the Pelagian Phraſe of 
laying the force of temptation, and man's liableneſs _ 
to ſin, upon. the frailty and not the corruption of 
our Nature,. as the firſt and 24th. Sundays after 
Triaity. Laſtly, there are ſome of. the ColleQs that 
are too fanciful, and favour of the Breviary, as thoſe 
of St. Luke, St. Fohn, Simon aud Fude. Now after all, 
I do not ſay theſe or the like things are not tolera- 
ble, or defenſible, but that they are not only capa- 
ble of amendment, but in a fort do need it. | 
- © (4,) The Offices of the Church may be improved; 
and of this I ſhall give an inſtance or two. | 
* * 1, In the Colles; which, though good, may be 
made,, as I conceive, more uſeful for exciting the 
Devotion, of the Peaple, if ( where it may conve- 
niently be done) they be fo formed, as to have a 
reſpe& to the Epiſtle and Goſpel then. read. , This I 
perceive was a deſign the Commiſſioners of the Sa- 
voy had in their eye ; ſuch were the third Sunday in 
Advent, and the ſixth Sunday after Epiphany. It 
was great pity they had not time (as I ſuppoſe). to 
have gone through with the whole; for we. may 
caſily apprehend by what” was then done, the diffe- 
rence, and advantage that might have been gained 
by it. | 

kh, In the Office of Confirmation, which if it had 
notice given of it the Sunday before, by an Exhor- 
tation like unto that before the Sacrament ; and a 
Diſcourſe about the Nature, Uſe, and Obligation of 

E it, 
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it, immediately before the Bilop Confirms, and a 
ſerious Exhortation after it,with.ſome little Eofarge- 
"meaits and Alterations of the Colfe&s, it would be a 
reat means to recover the dignity of that excellent | 
nſticution, and to form in the minds of youth a 

greater ſenſe of Religion. _ 2A 
I hope, Sir, by this time 1 have ſufficiently re- 
vived thoſe things in your mind which we have.fo 
often entertained one another with, and have withgli 
proved what I have undertaken, about the poſlibili- 
ty of making ſome alterations in our Church with- 
out damage to it, and of making others to its ad- 
vantage and honour, its quiet and ſecurity. Tt was 
eaſie for me to have been copious upan us Argu- 
ment, bar I have endeavour'd to confine myſelf, 
ſince it is to you I write, who are already , fo ac- 
quainted with rheſe things, as to need no inſtrudter, 
and withal,becauſe it's a task not very grateful to me. 
Bat I muſt not ſo leave the Point, tor I have yet 

_ _ vne Branch remains, which is'to ſhew, 

4-General, 4. Thar this is a fit ſeaſon for fuch alterations. 

The laſt refuge thoſe that are unwilling to hearken to | 
this DoErine, berake themfelves to, 1s, that though E 
theſe alterations are many of them fit to be made, 
yet this is not a time for it. This was I perceive the 
mind of ſome of our Neighbourkood , that arc 
fince gone up to fit as Members of your Convoca- 
tion, who not long before their departure gave me 
this anſwer. I confeſs this their reply much ſwpriz'd 
me. Not a ſeaſon,laid 1. Is there any thing can make 
thar not to be ſeafonable, which is alway a fduty 2 
Is there any feaſon in which we are not as much as 
in us lies to ſeek peace, and enſue it 2 Was it a ſeaſon 
for the Repreſentatives of our Church, and for us 
with 
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with them, to dedare to all: the World, they manted not @ dwe 
te1iderneſt toward Diffenters, and wore willing to cance #6 ſuch 
a te & ſhould be th ft 'when the matter ſhould be con- 
fiered ant fetled in a Parliament and Convocation } Was it then 
their Temper and a Seaſdy,' when they were not in a condi. 
tion, when the King was againſt it, and no Parliament or 
Convention to ſettle it? And is it not their F, and a 
Seaſon when they ave in 'a condition, when the King is for 
it, and a Parlizment and Convecation in being to confirm 
it? [And can we think the Natian has or can forget it, al- 
we don't care to remember or perform it ? 

Not a Seafon * Was It a Seaſon to Unite when we had an 
Enemy ready to devour us? And becauſe he is with-drawn, 
and for want of an Adverſary, ſhall we devour one another ? 
Are we' yet without danger ? And if not, have we les rea- 
for! to fear, when we ate divided (as wo are now ) than 
when united (as we were then > ) Have we begun in the Spirit 
of Unity and Amity 3 'arid are we now made porfet# or ſecure 
by the Fleſh of Contention and Obſtinacy ? 'It was obſerv'd Proteftent 
by a Reverend Prolate of this Church, I #ake & to be a greater 7 tact-ma- 
fault in Conformifts to be fliff and averſe to Union, than in any ker, p62: 
other ſart,, ina as the Principles we profeſs are more truly 
Catholick, than thofe of any other F know, Buc if this be our 
temper, the Dor were” Catholicks- to us : for they and 
their Principles went one way, bat here we and onr Prinel- 
ples are two. 

But, aid i, fyppoſe' there was never a Diſſeater in che 
Land, have I not known you willing, forward and defirays 
to have thoſe Altergtions made, that (for ought I hear) are 
like to be propo#'d to you ? And have you all of? ſudden 
loſt your Candour, as wal 'ss your Integrity ? And thall chat 
which was before an Intirmity, be adopted into a State of 
Perfe&tion ? What do you think the Apoorypha able to vyc 
with Canonjcal Scripture, and\-the Old Tranflatlon of the 
Pſatmr' to be more uſeful and more exact than the New, and 
a State of the Church'withoue Diſcipline, more perfeR than 
what is ander the Regiment and influence of it'?' 

Of a ſudden I perceived, that- ene of my- Friends gave 
way > but at length the other interrupted me, and gravely 
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lied 3. My : Friend , '-you /have;;over-run the, Point ; for 
when we ns it's not Secaſonable, we mean,jit's not. {calognable, 
to: change-2'pood- Settlement. for a.bad, . one that has. paſs'd 
the Teſt :of/at) Age, for what :is yet to.come, | And, had we 
not better be:content- with our Gonſlitution as it is, with-all 
its infirmities, than to throw it all upon thc chance of a 
new Settlement ? ' | 
Upon this 1 ſaw all my former Arguing, was loft, ard that 
| -was-to take the Caſe, by a new bandle. Well ! Suppoſe, 
ſaid I, the Parliament illegal, and: the Govexnment precari- 
ous, and the ' Laws now. made,:no Laws, you are but where 
you' were., If theirs be no Law, your. old Law. is firm-and 
{table ; -But if the Government, Parliament ard Law be 
g00d; you will have as good a Law for your intended Eſta» 
bliſkment, as. you .had in any ove Parliament for your old, 
And: you-are 'in ſo. much the better condition, as you have 
fewer. Encmies, and-are in , better. cixcumftances of making 
Friends than before: that is, you will be, i as much better 
a condition, as your new (if we may call it new) is better 
than your old. | But pray, ſaid. I, to go a little. further, 
- What do'y ou think. will follow, if this Government fink ? 
{which God forbid.) What will then be your.Caſe? , Will 
you then retire to_ Declarations and Temper again, ? Or:can 
you think the Polypbemws of Popery will ſpare thoſe that wait 
the Seaſon, atd-are- not for a Union, till a Union will do 
them no good ? Aſſure your ſelves, my Friends, you muſt 
then-be content.to part with your Conſciences and your Re- 
ligion,to ſave your Lives,or part with your Liyes to ſave your 
Conſciences. _ > ol | Mey 
I thought it was now high time to leave them to their 
Coach, and Conlideration : And /I hope by this time they 
are become Converts. Th 

But, my good Friend, I have held you too long ; in fine, 
you ſee where the Cauſe doth refit; we are all become mighty 
Politicians,, or Tools for them that are ſo., I pray God 
theſe Men be not wiſe too late, but that they and we may 
know the things. belonging to. our Peace; before they be hid 
from ous-Eycs. I am, Dear Sir, I = 43 
Tour Faithful Servant, 


FINIS. 


20th. Novemb., 168g. 


